The Alligator Amblers chapter serves Florida Trail Association members in Collier, Lee and
Charlotte Counties with hiking, paddling and camping trips and trail maintenance projects.
For the most complete and updated information go to amblers.floridatrail.org
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. - tree trimming whip cracking Falls, SD, | stood on top of a horse-
Wh | p CraCkl ng cowboy on the trail. driven stage coach and cracked a
on the Tra” When I flrstjomed_ FTA, | . long whip during the paradg gnd
received a packet of information arena Grand Entry. | had difficulty
By Cowboy Mike Wooldridge that ir!cluded instr_uctions on what keeping my boots plante_d on top
to do if encountering a the coach roof because it bounced

At the Regional FTA Conference cantankerous bear. The literatureand swayed unexpectedly causing
held on November 3, 2007, | had said to make loud noises and throme to loose contact and fly into the
the great opportunity to perform fopticks if th_e bear threatened air. The_: next'day I_tethered a rope
you again. Aside from trick ropingS°Mmeone in t_he group. So, on myt_o the side rqlls which gave me a
using cotton and poly, | exhibited first hike, which was an firm grasp v_v_lth my free hand and
trick whip cracking where some ofunexpected wet hike with water umdded stability. | was an airborne
you held Styrofoam whip targets to my BVD's_, I tpok a whip jus_t in whip crgcking cowboy on the trail.
after you had been told that the tiF@Se- On this hike, | cracked it for  Nothing compares to what
broke the sound barrier at 750 mp}lﬂe benefit of the other hikers. | happened at the trail head. | was
Before the show started, | trimmedVas a wet whip cracking cowboy 14 years old and auditioning for
tree branches to fine-tune accuracy” the trail. Stairway To Stardonat the Hotel
At the Spirit of The West Orlando in Decatur, ll.

before you held targets. | was a _ = _
Festival last September in Sioux ... continued on page 2. ..
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... continued from page 1. . .
My whip snared an expensive and

very large ornate crystal chandelielof course. Prudent outdoor fun in

EDITOR & NOTE

CONTENT FOR _
| hanging over the wooden dance
OUR NEWSLETTER! figor. The motion and stress

It seems the new newsletter caused it tq crash where the metal
ST framework impaled and crystal
format has been a big hit. | amgypjoded 360 degrees from the
glad our Chapter members areepicenter. Ceiling drywall powder
happy with their newsletter. floated through the air dusting
Now | need your help to obtain €verything, inpluding the talent
sufbcient content to Pl the agent!. Convinced that my career

o ] was over, | was shocked to find
newsletter with informative, 4t 'q made the final cut. | was a

timely and helpful information destructive whip cracking cowboy
and articles. If each of us wrotat the trail head.

one OarticleO a year of 100 wordd © conclude, it was an honor to
or less, we would have plenty t§'€€t 0ld friends and make new

. . ones at the FTA Regional
publish! So think about any Conference. Little did | know

tips, hints, stories, interesting years ago that this soggy,
facts, jokes, cartoons, pictures,destructive, airborne and tree

etc., and send them to me via trimming whip cracking cowboy,
email or U.S. mail for possible Withlgniti expertisefand a;]ccuracy,
. o o would take targets from the
mclgs.lon nan _”Pcom'”g ISSU€ Yelicate fingers of future friends.
Additionally, this ISSUe has a Thanks for being my friends. Adios
new feature called OWhat until we meet again on this whip
Happened?O (which | intend tocracking trail of life @

run as a regular part of the MESSAGE FROM
newsletter each issue) to repor
on past Chapter activities and itr HE CHAIR

will include text and photos@

The days get longer, the temperatur

love bugs invade our favorite trails
woods, and waterways with great
alacrity. Our Florida OwinterO h
come to an end; hopefully, you al

James R. Nici
Newsletter Editor

5710 Shady Oaks Lane
Naples, FL 34119
[nici@mac.com

webs, rain, thunder, or sweat

drenched clothing.

start to soar, and the mosquitoes ayth family,

The change in seasons doesnOt me
we have to pack it in until next fall,

FloridaOs humid summer just mear
paying more attention to sun
protection, proper hydration, fast-
approaching thunderstorms, anc
stinging insects.  Hikes can shift
from deep jungle slogs to beachside
rambles, and our kayaks and canoe
can float over deeper rivers and
warmer seas. The key is to keey
going out, enjoying the natural
beauty of Florida in solitude or with
good friends.

Along with the change in our
weather, the FTA is changing as well.
Our annual conference in late March
has now morphed into the Florida
Hiking Festival, and we are
celebrating the growing network of
National Scenic and Historic Trails.
According to national representatives
who attended the conference, ou
organization is becoming a model for
trail volunteer organizations
throughout the country. We should all
be proud that our passion for the
outdoors is paying dividends that
will keep Floridians and other
Americans enjoying our natural
heritage for generations.

This summer, whether youOre

dere in Southwest Florida, up north

or visiting some far-
flung land, remember to pass on tha

opassion. And even if the Alligator
samblers donOt see much of you unt

jate next fall, I hope and trust youOl

enjoyed some great hikes and@ve agreatsummed
paddling sessions free of spidechair

Carlos Schomaker
239-415-7795
cschomaker@juno.com
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A L L I G A T O R A M B L E R S

Friday, April 25 -- Guided Sunday, May 18-- paddle
ACTIVITIES Tour at ECHO with a peek Caloosahatchee Creeks

at a new Lee County 2020 Preserve -- paddle at Lee
Preserve Caloosahatchee CountyOs newest 2020
Saturday, April 19 -- Creeks across the street --preserve -- public invited --
Evening Bike Ride at Sharkpublic invited -- limit of 10 limit of 10 people --

Valley -- Nighttime people -- leisure. RSVP  moderate. RSVP Mickey
experience with a full moon I\/Iickey Miller 239 482 6250Miller 239 482 6250

- ride on the tram road -- Mcmiller@leegov.com mcmiller@leegov.com

lots of wading birds,

alligators -- see the sunset Sunday, May 4-- Bike ride
from the tower -- FTA in Okaloacoochee Slough,
members only -- 25 people Felda -- bike through the
-- moderate. RSVP Brenda slough -- see many birds a
Carneri 239 594 0401 deer -- many dirt roads to

bkcscuba@aol.com ride -- limit of 20 people --
moderate. RSVP Brenda

Carneri 239 594 0401
bkcscuba@aol.com

amblers.floridatrail.org/
category/activities/

Tuesday, May 20-- Hike at
Koreshan State Historic Site,
Corkscrew Road, Estero --
Moderate hike of approx.

3.5 miles on park path and
road -- experience historic
settlement, Estero River,
future hiking trail, exotic

and native plants and maybe
wildlife -- optional bring a

Friday, May 9 -- Bike ride
on Pine Island --
Stringfellow Road -- start at
public park and bike south
on bike path to St. James
city -- stop for lunch and
return -- approx. 16 miles

: . total -- public invited --
sunday, April 20-- Bike jinit of 10 people -- leisure. V'O .
Ride on Pine Island -- RSVP to Frank Grieco 239P'¢N¢ lunch to enjoy on

Stringfellow Road -- start at, y ¢ 5o 32 | Bamboo Landing by the
Public Park and bike north 6 025%Falrs2s@aol.com o bring water, hat,

on bike path to Bokeelia -- 11, ,rsdav. Mav 15 -- sunscreen, bug spray and
lunch break and return -- AIIilzzjator),IA’\mbl)érs Monthly chair -- Park entry fee --
public invited -- limit of 10 Meeting-- SEE MEETING public invited -- limit of 15
people -- leisure. RSVP  \AT|CE INSET ON NEXT PE0PIe -- moderate. RSVP

Frank Grieco 239 246 0259 Elaine Parnell 239 947 1624
Fair325@aol.com PAGE FOR DETAILS. or cell 239 209 0109

elbopar@aol.com
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Thursday, June 19 --
ACTIVITIES Alligator Amblers Monthly . :
... CONTINUED Meeting-- SEE MEETING | MEELNG NOTCE
amblers.floridatrail.org/ NOTICE INSET ON THIS |Alligator Amblers meetings are
category/activities/ PAGE FOR DETAILS. he third Thursday of each
month.
Saturday, May 24-- Paddle Sunday, July 13-- Paddle -

Unless otherwise noted they
meet at thdBass Pro Shop (Ali
and I-75) meeting room D sec@nc
loor B social hour 6:30pm an

Webb Lake, Punta Gorda -- Telegraph Creek -- paddle
this trip is at Babcock Webbinto Babcock Swamp --
Preserve -- length of lake 5 approx. 7 miles -- paddlers

miles -- paddle will be out need own equipment --  fneating at 7pm. For informatipn
and back -- no rentals public invited -- 10 peoplejcall JoAnn Luce 239-495-7644]
available -- must have own -- leisure RSVP Frank

equipment -- parking fee $3Grieco 239 246 0259 Members are given a discount jat
-- public invited -- limit of 6 Fair325@aol.com Bass PraShops the night of the
people -- leisure. RSVP meeting!

Frank Grieco 239 246 0259Thursday, July 17 --

Fair375@aol.com Alligator Amblers Get

Together. Call JoAnn Luce
Thursday, June 12-- Bike 239 495 7644 for info and Friday & Saturday, August

Ride -- Boca Grande --13 RSVP. 23 & 24 -- overnight trip to
mile bike ride on asphalt museum and Ichetucknee
trail -- stop visit lighthouse Saturday, August 9-- River Tubing -- Gainsville/

-- lunch break -- public Paddle -- Snook Haven/  Alachua Co. -- Carpool to
invited -- limit of 10 people Myakka River -- this trip Gainesville -- take in various
-- leisure. RSVP Frank will take us 4 miles up river museums -- stay in motel
Grieco 239 246 0259 & return -- rentals available overnight -- then tube
Fair325@aol.com -- public invited -- limit of  Ichetuchnee River -- perhaps

10 people -- leisure. RSVP have picnic at halfway point
% Frank Grieco 239 246 0259-- shuttle for tubing costs

@ Fair325@aol.com $16 for 4 hour float -- FTA

members only -- limit of 10

@ Thursday. August 21-- people -- leisure. RSVP
Alligator Amblers Get Bonnie McLaughin 239 765
Together -- Alligator 5450 or Co-Leader Joann

= Amblers Get Together. CallLuce 239 495 7644.
JOANN Luce 239 495 7644
for info and RSVP.
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A L L I G A T O R A M B L E R S

WHAT HAPPENED? bug id and view-finder long. On the Flatwoods Tralil
activities at the booth). If we saw bachelor buttons,

Saturday, February 16 --  You missed this annual evem:oral bean, bracken fern,
The 5th Annual Family put on bySupporters of Del- christmas and leather fern
Discovery Day at Del-Nor Nor Wiggins Park, Inc., planalong with all varieties of
Wiggins State Parknhanced© attend next yea® mangroves. We were able tc
awareness of our natural  Submitted by Betty Wilson. identify otter scat on one of
environment and the the bridges and many feral
importance of its Saturday, February 16 --  pig tracks throughout the

preservation, both in childre@n & beautiful morning with trail. Both groups met at the
and adults. Chuck and Bett§ry5ta| clear blue skies, 14 visitors center and then
Wilson coordinated the everR€0Ple came out to hike theheaded off in opposite
and Michael Owens, Jean trails at Charlotte Harbor directions. Eagle Point Trall
Bub and Peggy Egan Environmental Center in  had a fantastic black needle
volurteered with them at thePUnta Gorda. Annette was rush marsh and many
Amblers booth showcasing able to enlist the help of  wildflowers blooming
our Chapter and the FTA. volunteer MaryAnn Hughes including coreopsis and

who agreed to come help tassel flower. Also due to the

lead part of the group. keen eyesight of Elvira, we

| were able to get a glimpse of

a gator! Many thanks to
MaryAnn for helping with
the hike® Submitted by
Annette Bleser

20 E
e &

Chapter members (that we

know) who visited the table £ Wednesday, March 5 --
were: Brenda Brooks - Sunset Walk on Fort Myers

Executive Director of . Beach. See full event write-
CREW Land and Water TrusWe split up with MaryAnn  up on website by following

(who was also working the taking Paul, Phyllis, David, this link:
CREW table), Ron Echols Richard and Betty on the amblers.floridatrail.org/

PhD (he and his wife Eagle Point Trail which was activity-reviews/2007-2008

Mary, are Ambassadors at about one mile long. Annett
the Naples Preserve and th%QOk Sheila, Gloria, Marge,
have given presentations to JIM. Heinz, Elvira, John and
the Alligator Amblers about NiS faithful sidekick, Daisy,
the Naples Preserve), and Basset Hound extraordinar

James Nici and family (who on the Pine Flatwoods Trall
had a great time doing the which was about 1 3/4 mile
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A L L I G A T O R A M B L E R S

WHAT HAPPENED?E Road, parked the cars and lots of firewood and then

CONTINUED put on our backpacks with find our very own perfect
one last check of gear. tent site. Now with that

Sunday, March 30 thru Many of you have been  done it was time to eat!

Wednesday, April 2 -- hiking in Myakka State ParkChris brought yummy

Bike Ride on Cross Florida @nd know how beautiful it cheese/qgarlic pizza while
Greenway (south of Ocala, iS- The back country is not Charissa had a rice and

FL) approx. 90 miles while heavily traveled so we did bean dinner ano_l I had_ mac
car camping along the way. not run across many peopleand cheese. With a nice fire
See full event write-up on  The oaks were lined in going we talked and laughed
website at the link below: resurrection fern which hadfor hours. Then the sound of
amblers.floridatrail.org/ really come to life after the thunder of in the distant

activity-reviews/2007-2008 recent rains. Coming made us wonder how close
around a bend we spotted ahe storm was. Time for bed
Saturday and Sunday, swallow tail kite gliding around 10pm and just as we

April 5 & 6 - Ladies through the sky. At an settled in the storm rolled
Backpacking Weekend at €xceptionally beautiful oak over us. With much thunder,
Myakka River State Park, hammock we took a break lightning and rain we finally
Sarasota. "Another great While listening to the birds  drifted off to wonderful

day in paradise” were our around us. After all we wersleep. The morning brought
thoughts as we met at hiking in just 2.5 miles, blue skies and mud splashec
Myakka State Park on April What's the hurry. Chris tents with all of us waking to
5 for a backpacking trip to hoticed a spider with an egghe sounds of sand hill
Mossy campsite. Chris ~ sack while sitting onthe  cranes in the distant. On the
Stinauer and | had already 9round and a few butterflieshike back the little dry gully
been to watch a short movi€ame to visit. Time to headbeside the trail was gurgling
in very comfortable chairs irPn to our home for the nightwith much running water

the visitor center and enjoy IRLETPEES prgs,  and the ferns seemed to hav
the melodies of frogs and @ | grown larger. With many
toads from the display they picture stops we finally

have. Tom arrived to drop made it back to the cars.
Charissa Weber off. They Loaded up with a final stop
stayed in there "Eco" at the camper to visit with
camper with the dogs on Tom and pet the dogs, | said
Friday night. We were my goodbyes and

assured that we had an s et s =% headed out. Another great
alternate place to stay if weArriving at camp we workedweekend with friends in an

needed it. After registering ON our chores, tough stuff, extraordinary state par@
we headed up to Fox's Lowbut we managed to collect Submitted by Annette Bleser
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New Members

February 2008 March 2008
Rick Miller - Ft. Myers Jim & Suzanne Baxier - Sanibel

Marjean Sage - Ft. Myers

Tom Wachendorf
recommends that you
check out this page from
NRS on backcountry

drinking water:
|

http://www.nrsweb.com/
safety_tips/

Suzanne Corace - Ft. Myers

Micheael and Verena Schneider-
Christians - Cape Coral

Debbie Schuckman - Ft. Myers

Paradise Coast Blueway Trail
(paradisecoastblueway.com)

Phase 1 completed thru 10,000

Islands! Also donOt forget
about the Great Calusa
Blueway Trail in Lee County

SPECIAL NOTICE: If you
would like an updated listing
of Activity Leaders, please
check the Chapter website
by following this link:
amblers.oridatrail.org/

whatsinthewater.asp?
roi=echo4-2961383218-

2780880-1f2605414651c
8db81fe686b44clbcca&f
c_c=1440317x2780880x
118025951 &src=rtn0408

a&refer=safety tips_wha
tsinthewater&src=etf

(greatcalusablueway.com). activity-leaders/

Ofbcers and Committee Chairs

amblers.Roridatrail.org/chapter-ofbcials/

Trails Coordinator
Brenda Carneri
239-594-0401

Chairperson
Carlos Schomaker
239-415-7795

Board Member-at-Large -
JoAnn Luce
239-495-7644

cschomaker@juno.com lhikealong@worldnet.att.net Kk l.com
Vice Chair Past Chair & Historian Publicity
Peggy Egan JoANnn Luce JoANnn Luce
239-878-6854 239-495-7644 239-495-7644
Peggyegan@embargmail.com jlhikealong@worldnet.att.net jlhikealong@worldnet.att.net
Secretary Membership Peggy Egan
Carol Rose Karen OONeil 239-878-6854
239-592-9215 239-947-0962 P n@embargmail.com
rcrose22@aol.com sunbonita@comcast.net

Activities
Treasurer Chapter Representative Pat Hastings
Len Shivok Michael Owens 239-466-5389 (winter)
239-498-6657 239-671-5309 705-322-2184 (summer)
lenhann mbargmail.com Nechochwin@aol.com thastin hotmail.
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Florida Hiking Festival - White Springs

Several members attended the annual conference at Stephen Foster Folk Culture State Park in White
Springs, FL. In attendance were Alligator Amblers Carlos, Chuck, Betty, Jean, Jack, Gerry, Mickey,
Tracey, Elaine C., Elaine S. and Michael. The Amblers were responsible for running the Family
Activities for kids in attendance and the activities provided by the Amblers were both fun and
educational. Otherwise we were all left to our own design. Some went on organized hikes, others
participated in impromptu activities. There were lots of informational displays, opportunities for

bidding on auction items, raffle tickets and the Orange Blaze Mercantile was open for business.

Congratulations to Chapter Chair, Carlos Schomaker, on his election to the FTA Board of Directors.
Also, congratulations to Charissa Weber for winning third place in two different categories of the

2008 Florida Trail Photo contest.

¥ Third Place Good Nature: OMimicker®

¥  Third Place Spend It Here: OOur Trail. The EvergladesO
Campfires, great food and refreshments were enjoyed by all. Lots of new friends were made, old

acquaintances were renewed and existing friendships solidified. @ submitted by Michael Owens

Alligator Amblers™ Summer 2008|

James R. Nici
Newsletter Editor

5710 Shady Oaks Lane
Naples, FL 34119
[nici@mac.com

The Oword on the
trailO is that next
monthOs newsletter

will get you off the
couch and to the

top of a mountain!
DonOt miss it!

We need your
current email
address to send you
future newsletters.
Please inform the
newsletter editor.


http://ft.smugmug.com/gallery/4127344_MyMfp#262008263
http://ft.smugmug.com/gallery/4127344_MyMfp#262008263
http://ft.smugmug.com/gallery/4127344_MyMfp#262008571
http://ft.smugmug.com/gallery/4127344_MyMfp#262008571
mailto:jnici@mac.com
mailto:jnici@mac.com

